T ON ITS PLACE IN THE

OF EVOLUTION,

‘Suffering Is the Seeret of Al
Ministration in the

. '-'-l and Spiritual Realm,

iyn Eagle.

: 48 the sermon of Dr. Lyman
AbbotL premchied at Plymouth Charch Sun-
~ evening $rom the text, “For we know
b that the whole creation groaneth and trav-

In pain together until now.”"—Romans
: 2. The context follows:
~ *“The creation was made subjoct to vanity,

Ehai Is, evanescence or decay; not willingly,

L But by reason of Him who hath subjected
® aame In hope that creation ilself also
shall ba delivered from the bondage of

‘corruntion into the liberty and glory of the

ehildren of God. For we know that the
“Whole creation groaneth and travalieth in
f pain together until now. The subject to
- Which our thoughts are to be dlizoted this
L evening is one of the profoundest  problems
in philosophy and in experienca, How eomes
i that in a world made and ruled by a
beneficent being there should be such suffér-

AE. not accidental and incidental and oc-

cusional, but wrought Into the very Siruc-
ture of life and running its sad refrazin from
the cradle to tha grave, for the first sound
of the babe Is a cry and the last sound of
the dying man i=. ordinariiy, a sizh or a
groan, and all the way down Lhe dark
f thread of sorrow, the sad refrain of sorrow
‘runs? We can understand some aspecis of
this. Why sin should bring with it penalty
we can understand; why imperfection shouid
rquire suffering as a dicipline for ils re-
moval that perhaps we can understand;
E but the Innocent suffer more than the guilly;
the mother more than the wayward
the hero on the battlefleld laying down his
life for the nation also knows the racking
pain iIn the hospital; the martyr offering
* his life for the church has no assuagement
‘of the enguish from the rack or from the
fagot. How is this? How is i that inno-
. eence stiffers as well as guilt, and often
Emore, We might, perhaps, understand if
suffering belonged only in the lower forms
of life, and we gradually emerged from it—
but that i@ not true; on ths contrary, the
lowest forms of life suffer the least, and the
figher we rise in life the keener I8 the an-
gulsh and the bitterer the pain. This is the
probiem we are to'look at this evening. 1
;i not to attempt to unriddie life in thess
Sabbath evening lectures; 1 am only lo show
E that this problem of pain has its place In
' the procesa of evolution:; I am only to show
S that this suffering of the innocent for the
¢ gullty, this vicarious suffering belongs In
the whole phllosophy of growth. It is not

m to religion, not peculiar to the
: religion, it is a part of the mystery
f of life. 1 am #lmply to correlate it with the
universal mysiery.

“Darwinism is not evolution, though It is
often o Popumr imagination confounded
with evoiution. Darwinizm stands for the
doctrine that the progress of life has been
due to a struggle for existence in which the
fttest have survived and the unfitiest have
perished. ‘I do not mean to say that this is
o %mimma of Darwin's teaching.
‘It Is ertal for my purpose whether
that is so or not. It is for that doetrine the
‘word Darwin stands in popular language;
and evolution standa for very much more.

T I may not seem to you in any way to

pe a special pleader 1 read from so good an
‘authority as ‘ae Century Dictionary in its
" definition of Carwinism:

.  “Darwinism {= In general the theory that
all forms of living organiams, including man,
; been derived or evolved by descent,
: ation or variation, from a few
rlﬂn forms of life or from one, during
: struggle for existence of individual or-
m which results, through natural se-
in the survival of those Jeast ex-
by reason of thelr organizaiion or
10 destruction. 1t is not 20 be con-
with the general views of the de-
nt or evolution of the visible order
of nature which have been entertained by
' hers from the earilest times,
o THE TWO STRUGGLES,
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not trying to show you that Chris-
_ ity ean be harmonized with Darwinism,
#f Darwinism be accepted by any as a com-
P plete solution of the process of life, Tt s not
80 accepted by the great evolutionisis, It is
_'g onh tribution to the processes of life,
! for existence and the survival
of the fitte ves a very tragic view of life—
i Bard and cruel view of life, if there be
nothing else; the view that all anlmate na-
are Is wrestling, every fellow with his fel-
'h’. and that every life depends on some
: lfe slain in the siruggle by the sell-
the victor. This is a hard and a
view of life, and It is not the view of
4 evolutionists. Mr. Huxley, in that
] : address of his on ‘Evolution and
Sthics.” distinctly disavows and repudiates
;-’ . When life has passed beyond a certaln
dmaginary line, when we have reached, Lo
S, that state of existence in which the
Rl law begins to operate, then this strug-
, for existence and survival of the fittest
% 1o longer develop the highest life,
% *As 1 have already urged the practice of
that which is «thically best—what we call
R 3 | N:ivl‘rwzj—lnvul\-ra a course of con-
, w n | respects, is opposed to
: which leads (o success in the cosmie
» @ for existence, In piace of ruthless
™ "”ltloﬂ Jt demamnds seif-resiraint: in
- of thrusting aslde, or trealding down,
competitors it requires that the individual
not merely respect, but shall help his
) fellows; its influence is dlrected, not =0 much
20 the survival of Lhe fittest, as 10 the fitting
Of a8 many as possible to survive., It repu-
- #8 the gladiatorial theory of existence.
nds that esch man who enters into
yruent of the advantages of a polity
mindful of his Jdebt to those who
e laborioutly constrocted it: and shall
6 heed that no act of his weakens the
in whith he has begn permitted to
b, Laws and moral precepts are directed
the end of curbing the cosmic process and

$si0)e

Seminding the Individus! of his duty to the
?ﬂm , to the protection and Influence
‘ which he owes, If not existence itself. at
ks the Nfe of something bettér than a

uug.'
i the mticrance of one of the most
svoiutionistis, Ewvolution Is not the
that strugxle for existence and the
of the fittest i= the whole history of
is another and at least equally
t element. The great contribution
. Drummond hasx made to the
of evolution 12 carrying this thought
Mr. Huxley furiher back in history. In
e *Ascent of Man' he has shown that there
another struggle than the struggle for ex-
lence, which dates from the very heginning
ereation;: that there are (wo strugzles go-
on contemporaneousiy—the struggle for
. Othe as he rightly ealis 1t, and the strug-
g for self —and that the development of
; i& due to rthe combined strugele—the self-
- and the unselficsn, the strugele for self
‘and the stroggle for others than self. He
RS not (pe first to do this, 1t is trae. Her.
S bert Spencer has shown that altruism. as he
i ealls it. runs far back in human hi<tory. But
. Drummon<d has shown this with greater
! of  statement, beauty of Ilustra-
warmth of feeling and more intellectual
thar anv predeces=or had shown It.
: ' aave Mr. Drummond, ‘is a drama,
" and no.drama. has ever been put upon the
oniy one actor, The struzgie for
48 the “viliain™ of the plece, no more, and
the villain in the play, its chisf function
react upon the other plavers for higher
There Is, In roint of fact, a second
fa . which we might venture to ecall the
sgtrugele for the Nfe of others, which plave
g an _equally prominent part. Even in the
ar m:n of development, (s contribulion
is as while in the world's later progress
wlinder the name of altrusism—it assumes a
gnty hefore which the earlier struggle

imhificance.’

s FUNDAMENTAL TDEAS.

_ ¥Evoiation, then, involves these two fun-
"':»—:l-' ideas: Struggie for self, struggle
2 seM in aMl the long line of development
foom the first beginnings of endeavor to

tain a mere physical existence up to
last supreme struggle with the powers
' evil, odt of the very struggle with which
e Is developed, as I tried ta show you a
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mself, e

and for the little

to be and those that have come.

gle of the bird in mmmumnm
of the birdling, it the struggle of

and mother for others, and, as you rise in
the scale of being, this s ¢ becomes
harder and becomes more rent. The
fechiest of all the infants is the Infant man,

ing and ecare !alunu‘ is
of the infant. It Is kept up through
cessive years, First, the eare of the mere

hysical well being; then care for the intel-
ectual and moral development and this
child exists, not because the child hsx
struggled for existence, but because from
the hour of bhirth the father and the mother
have struggled for the child's existence, giv-
ing their !i#fe to the child. And as this pro-
coss moes on and the child comes into the
intellectual and the moral realm the intel-
lectual and the moral growth d ds al=o
upon a life giving by another, Self-educated
we call men. No man is seif-educated; he
acquires his education from some one else;
from pro‘essional teacher, from public
schagol from father and mother, from com-

nions; some one who has lived hefore
v, some one who is living at his side, is
mimsterihg to his life and pouring out life
into him.

THE FOUNDATION PRINCIPLE.

All our schools and all processes of educa-
tion are founded on this fundamental pos-
tlate: That the life of the individual can
grow only 2~ some one else is giving life
to him. This is not a mere individual Tact,
it Is a race fact. No race ever develops it-
self without a higher element coming into the
race and moving upon it, We have tried the
experiment in this country. We have taken
the North American Indians; they have no-
bla blood in them, they have the qualities of
a noble manhood; we put them into reserva-

tion; we put a fence aroun? about them; the
raillroad shall not bning enterprige, the tele-
graph shall not give Intelligenes, the post-
office shall not bring the malls, the newspa-
per not come: only here and there a single
missionary; cooped together and g€hut up to
themselves, with the life, the throbbing life
of the ninetsepth century shut out from
them in our New York reservations, the In-
dlans are to-day substantially as barbaric as
they were W0 years ago. Life procgeds from
life. Scientists are very cautions about mak-
ing general statements—a great deal more
cauntious than theeologians are—amd no scien-
tist probably will say that life never can
proceed except from life; but all scientisis
will say this: that so far as we can dis-
cover never has life proceeded from the non-
living. Always In the physical realm, in the
intellecteal realm, in the spiritual realm,
life is a gift. The =ecret, the starting point,
the very source of growth Is struggie by
one for another. It is the impartation of
life. And this impartation of life, as we
rise in the scale of human life, comes to in-
volve in it pain and suffering, self-denlal,
self-sacrifice. The mother bird surrenders
the jov of freedom of flight for the greater
joy of maternity. The mother who did enjoy
society suts hersel! ur in the nursery with
no soclety hut the habe In her arms.  The
teacher goes out of his estate of knowledge
to link himself with the ignorant pupils be-
fore him, and unless he can do that he can-
not teach. That i where our colleges make
great mistakes; they Jook ont for great
scholars; but & great scholar is very often
not a great teacher, for a man to he a great

* teacher must not only have great thoughts

but great sympathy with men who have not
great thoughts: he must know how 1o come
down out of himself to the boys and girls
who are before him, cpme In touch with
them, and pour out of his feelings into their
vacuity, and that costs
when you come into the moral and spiritual
realm, it costs a great deal, It is sasy to
give fooxd, it i= more difficult to glve intel-
lectual food, it is hardest of all to give
moral and spiritual food. The pure woman
that goes to work that she may give purity
to women that have lost it, does it not cost
her something? Does she not hate the im-
purity? Does she not shrink from the con-
tact with it? Does it not revolt her as a
noisome atmosphere does a healthful pair of
lungs? Does she not have to conquer her-
self by the higher inspiration of her life that
she may render this service, and is it not ab-
solutely certain that If she has not that hor-
ror of impurity, has not to battle in herself,
has not to conguer her own Instinclive
shrinking by Ler large love, is it not certain
she can do nothing? An wnsympathetio
heart cannot help a sorrowing or a sinful
gne, and to sympathize is to suffer with,

WHAT HAS MADE THE CHURCH?

“What has made the church of Christ
what it is to-day? Our struggles? Did we
face the persecutions of Nero? Did we flee
from the persecuting hordes in the Walden-
gian valleys? Did we fight the battles with
the Duke of Alva on the plains of Nether-
lands? Did we struggle with hierarchical
despotisn at Worcester and at Naseby?
Did we face the cold and the suffering of
New England that we might not throw
away the calling of the free? Others have
struggled for us, and we have taken the

fruit of their struggling; and if eur chil-
dren and our grandchildren are to have a
nation worthy of thelr possession it will be
because in us there is also spome hand-to-
hand wrestilog, some self-denizl, sgne
struggle with the forces of con'um{on and
evil in our own time. This is the great
general law which Paul has approved and
expressed in our text: ‘The whole creation
groaneth and travaileth together in pain
until now.” There are two things the Bible
says about this matter of vicarious sacri-
flce. First, it is universal, "The whole crea-
tion groaneth and travalleth in pain to-
gether until now,” in order that iife may
come. It is a travail of pain. And the
second s, it Is divine. 1t is a part of the
divine order; it is a part of the divine law,
and whatever is divine law is divine nature.
The laws of God are not ediets that He
writes in a book; they are the ex ions
of himself, and the law that life comes
pouring out of lfe through suffering i= tha
expression of the fact of the divine nature.
This is the second truth Paul states, First,
that it is the uvniversal law that all life is
the Impartation of Hfe; and, ly, this
is carried up Into the divine, and 005 him-
self is the great life-giver, and gives His
fifa to the children of men. This is what is
meant by that which is 80 dear to some and
so shocking to others—that we are saved by
the blood of Christ. Try for one moment
to dsabuso your minds of traditional opin-
fons and see what that means looked at in
the light of hisfory. The blood of Christ,
the blood that flowed from Him—why, it
wus almost a bloodless death; a few drops
of blood tric«. 1 from the pilerced hands
and f« .5 wmdl the blood and water that
came from the side when the spear plarced
it came after death, and the suffering was
all over. Blood, the Bible itself declares, is
simply life, and we are saved by the blood
of Christ when we are saved by the life of
Christ—by Christ’'s own life imparted to us;
by Christ’'s life transmitted, and by Christ's
life transmitted as life alane can be trans-
mitted—throngh the ntewa{ of pain and
suffering. ¢ suffering of Jesus Christ
was noil a single episode—one short hour,
one short three years—the suffering of Jesus
(‘nrist was the revelation of the eternal
feot that God ig from eternity the life-miver
and that giving lfe costs something,
as it costs us something.

DOCTRINE OF EXPIATION,

“Evolution, then, certalnly does teach that
to give life costs something; that the secret
growth is the impartation of life in the min-
istry of love, and this Is what the Bible
means by what we call vicarious sacrifice,
I must either run the hazard of startling the
faith and shocking the sensibilitles of some,
or else the hazard of speaking vaguely, in-
definitely, unclearly and amcandidly, which
a minister never has a right to do. I was
educated to believe in what 15 known as the

governmental theory of atonement, I
brougat up to believe that God had pro-
nounced certaln judgmenis against sinful ha-
manity; thai a pena.tly was aue for ouar mis-
deeds; that Jesus Christ came to the earth

and suffered the penalty in order that
?sig[?ot. uika‘:hc peulzyho'gu:;om us and let
not oniy was t 1o believe
it, but I did belleve it in the early years of
my ministry. I believe it no . At Is
n;n in mo:;nm ‘ill‘fh ttf:;-. tei:‘::iﬁ either

of nature or human life. Pun
ment is

something, Andy

always coupled with purification, and t
is a very different thing, The housa Is core
rupted by leprosy—a sacrifice is offered for
what? To purify the home. The priest must
offer a sacrifice before he goes into the Holy
of Hollee. Why? To purify himself and
make himself fit to enter the Holy of Holles.
The great day of atonement comes; two
goats are led out that are nearly alike; a
cord of rel is tied mround the horns of one
to represent the sing of the people; the sins
are lald upon the héad of that goat by the
priest in a prayer of confession; then that
goat 18 led off into the wilderness and seen
no more, and the twin goat 1s slain. What
does this mean” Punishment? No. It is not
the punishment, it is the sins of the people
which are carvied away; the people are purl-
fied hy sacrifice.

NEW TESTAMENT EVIDENCE.

“T turn from the Old Testament to the
New Testament. I find the same truth there.
Nowhere in the New Testament do I find the
gacrifice of Christ coupled with a statement
of the removal of punishment—always with
thke transmission of life or the removal of
gin. ‘This cup,’ says Christ in the New Tes-
tament, ‘is my blood which Is shed for many
for the remission of sins.” He does notl say
punishment. *“The flesh which He gives He
gives for the life of the worid." He does not

say for its escape from penalty. *“The blood
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin.’
He does not say relleveth us from all pen-
alty. Whether | turn to the Old Testament
!lypvs and fAgures in sacrifice or to the New
estament's direct teachings concerning the
sufferings of Christ the teg;‘:hing is always
the same—the suffering of Christ is for puri-
fication; not merely, not chiefly, perhaps not
at all for the removal of penally. And
surely, surely, if there be any noble instinet
in us, any divine aspiration, and pure desire,
it cannot be satisfiled by the mere statement
that punishment will be taken away. Nay,
how often has it happened in human history
that the man who has ginned has¥eome say-
ing: ‘I want to be punished, 1 want to bear
the penaliy and do what 1 ean by bearing
the penalty to square the account? It is
not the removal of the sin we want; it is to
take this pride, this avarice, this selfishness,
this animalism, this old nature out and make
this finer nature master and conquerer. It
is life, not egse; it is life, not peace; it is
life, not pearly gates and golden streets. 1f
we be men and women we do not so0 much
care to be In heaven as to have heaven in
us.
“lI am painfully conscious of the difficulty
under which I labor In these Sunday evening
lectures; of the certainty of misconstruction,
partly my own fault because it is seo diffi-
cult to state clearly what one has to say—
very difficult in such abbreviated time. ;l‘o
sum all uvp in a few words of restatement:
What nature, human instinet, divine revela-
tion combing to teach seems to me to be this:
Life is a struggle—stiruggle of the Individual
for himself, struggle of each noble individ-
ual for the man, the woman at his side; yea!
struggle of God for all of us; and life comes
in this struggle only as some one is willing
toglve his life, and life can be given to the
sintful only through pain and suffering, and
the ecross of Christ is like a window through
which the soul looks and sees the eternal
fact—the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world, as the book of revelation calls
it—the eternal fact-—God the Father bearing
the gins and sufferings of all His ehildren on
His heart through all the ages, until He
shall bear them away; pouring out His life
blood through all the ages until pouring it
olit in these poisoned veipns of ours He shall
have flushed them of eir Impurity, and
made us worthy to be called children of
God. As I have passed from that earlier and
as it now seems o me artificial conception,
to this later, and as it seems to me pro-
founder conception, the cross of Christ has
come (o mean not less but more, and as 1
stand before it and look up into the eyes
of Him who hangs upon it, I see in Him
not merely One who has borne scourging
for my sake, but One who interprets the con-
summate Tact of human life as a prophecy
of the awful yet splendid divine fact, for
He discloses the eternal love of the eternal
Father, and shows Him the life giver to
us His children through the giving of his
own life for us and our salvation.”

Dr. Abhott Explains His Theories.

NEW YORK, May 2—Charges of heresy
by fellow-clergymen againss Dr. Lyman Ab-
bott have led him to make an exposgition of
his theories. In the course of a categorical
interview he said in part:

“The Bible was mnot dictated by God to
amanuenses—it was the expmession of hu-
man experiences, inspired by the divine
gpirit, and In these expressions there is a
revealing or unveiling of God through hu-
man experiences. This does not mean that
there are no errors or imperfections in the
known as the governmental theory of the
perfect man by language which is an imper-
fect means of communication to imperfect
men, who, therefore, cannot perfectly under-
stand it. There {8 nothing new or strange
in this view of the Bible.

“In a recent sermon I taught that the
resurrection of Christ was in accordance
awith the laws of ‘nature, and that it was a
Yhysical manifestation to man of the spirit-
ual resurrection which takes place at every
death. The resurrection of Christ was a
truth in a series of resurrections recorded
in the gospels, and the obhject of all four
was the same—to prove life is continuous;
that there is no break; that it is slm&ly the
escape of a soul fro?: the body, ke the
escape of a bird from 1ts ¢c. ge.

“I did not express disbelief in the atone-
ment. I did express disbelief in what is
known as the governmental theorg of the
atonement. That is the theory that God
could not be reconciled to us without put-
ting the punishment of sin on an innocent
person in our stead. 1 belleve that the life
and sufferings of Jesus Christ are mani-
festations of the eternal love of God, who
bears in his own heart the sins of an err-
ing child. It is thus that he makes atone-
ment, that is, reconciilation, of himself to
us, and us to Him."

RUSSIAN COOKERY.

A Monotonous Preponderance of

Roiled Beef Compliained Of.
Isabel F. Hapgood, in Lippincott.

The curse of all hotel cooking in St. Pet-
ersburg is bolled beef. There are other dish-
es, of course. Bt the stomach weakens at
this point, In St. Petersburg it is quite pos-
sible to get bolled beef by ordering mutton
chops, and the head waiter will provide a
seasoning of argument. At one favorite table
d'hﬁte breakfast, roust sucki plg, stuffed
with black buckwheat groats, is served ev-
ery other day, and one, must go early if he
be attached to this hearty delicacy, so geu.
is the demand for it on the part of the Rus-
sians, who are attracted thither by it. But
batied beef is the Russian, as It is the Ger-
man and Austrian; Proteus. It appears on
the bill of fare, under different names, at
least three times evéry day in the year, after
having already done yeoman service in the
soup. with one onion fried from early morn
to dewy eve 10 make a strong but thrifty
flavoring. It scores at least ecleven hundred
economical and intellectual triumphs for the
Germans every year, and the lt%i:r:h.

hich cannot, like the eyes, be defrau by
ancy titles, at last flees, howling, from the
struggle with slow nauseating st on.
But in Russia the enemy is less fertile in
stratagem. It masquerades most uen
under the name of “cutlets,’” or *
with a prefix of a distinguished
ferably that of a slashing milita
is fitting. Pozharsky cutlets
buteher comrade of Prince A
most unjustly forgotten), Skobeleff cu
Dolgor. ky cutlets, amd
cutlets and bitki, may safely be
But, als&, the anxlsus query as to any un-
familia: dish, “Is ‘!'t'f 7" generall
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A Man of Unselfishness, Courage and
Indefatigable Toil— He Brought
tyammumro-.

e ——————————

The Outlook.

. It has often happened that the most mem-

orable revolutions or reawakenments in the
moral and spiritusd world have been
achieved by men who were not remarkable
either for learning or for geniua. St Fran-
cis, of Assisi, awoke the church of the
thirteenth century from 1S gOorgeous
dreams of dominion and luxury, and has
eternized his name con the bright lists of
sainthood; but the humbie brown figure of
the poor, illiterate wanderer looks abso-
lutely insignificant beside the purpureal
stateliness of Pope Innocent 1IL There was
something almoslL bourgeois in the plain
homeliness of St. Vincent de Paul, yet in
founding his sisterhoods of mercy he in-
augurated the chief movemenis of social
philanthropy. Thomas Clarkson and John
Howard were simple country squires, with
no remarkable endowments of any kind
except the genius of goodnese and the sen-
sibHity of compassion, yet the one ended
the slave trade and emancipated the slave,
and the other—traversing KEurope, as Ed-
mund Burke saild, “to dive into
the depths of dungeons, to plunge into the
infection of hospitals, 1o take the gauge and
dimensions of misery, depression and con-
tempt”'—purified the prisons of the Chris-
tian world from their enormous abuses and
dehumanized loathiiness. There were many
noblemen of the last generation who tow-
ered over the late Farl of Shafteshury in the

splendor of their attainments and their
oratory, vet none of them, not one of the

archbishops, bishops and great ecclesiastics
of his day effecied one tithe of his mighty
work of beneficence for the poor women
of the mines and collleries, for the factory
children, for the little *‘climbing boys,” for
the waifs and strays and gutter children of
London, for the costérmongers, for mal-
treated lunatics and for hosts of the op-
pressed. To this order of men, though he
was superior to them in learning, belonged
John Wesley. He found a church forgetful
and neglectful of its duties, somnolent in
the plethora of riches, and either unmindful
or unwisely mindful of the poor. He found
the churches empty, dirty, neglected, crum-
bling Into hideous disrepair; he found the
work of the ministry pertormed in a man-
ner scandalously perfunctory; he found in
the ranks of the priesthood more than
enow

“Of such as, for their bellies’ sake,
Creep, and intrude, and climb into the fold,
. L] L - * -
And, when they list, their lean and flashy
sSongs

Grate tcm their scrannel pipes of wretched
gtraw;

The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed,

But, swoln with the wind and the rank mist
they draw,

Rot Inwardly, and foul contagion spread;

Besides what the grim wolf, with privy
paw

Dalily de\'fours apace, and nothing said."

Doubtless in his day, as in Miiton's, it
might have been said,

“But that two-handed engine at the door
Stands roar.ly to smite once, and smile no
more,’

A MAGNETIC MAN.

But John Wesley, becoming magnetic with
moral sincerity, flashed inte myriads of
hearts fat as brawn, cold as ice, hard as
the nether millstone, the burning spark of
his own intemnse convictions, and thus he
saved the church, which at first had noth-
ing for him but sneers, hatred and perse-
cution, Wesley never was an enemy to*the
Church of England. He loved the church
which hated him, He iucluded her name in
his “daily grace before meat.,” He died in
ker full communion. He would have said, as
gincerely as Edmund Burke, “l wish to see
the Church of England great and powerful;
1 wish to see her foundation laid low and
deep; I would have her open wide her hos-
pitable gates by a liberal comprehension; I

would have her a common blessing to the
wonrld, an example, if not an instructor, to
those who. have not the happiness to be-
long to her; I would have her give a lesson
of peace to mankind, that a vexed and wan-
dering generation may be taught to seek
refuge and toleration in the bosom of her
maternal charity.” Amd he distinctly saved
the Church of England from the Nemesis
of just retribution, which but for him would
sooner or later have overwhelmed her in in-
discriminate collapse, and might not im-
probably have buried under her heaps of
ruin all that was best in the great heritage
of English religion. He set her the ex-
ample of indefatigable activity, of imm

and ungrudging self-sacrifice, of that true
beauty of holiness which shines in the life
of every Christian who “makes his moral
being his prime care,” and gives the actual,
not the merely nominaj, sovefelgn,t% to the
bellefs which he professes to regard as su-
preme, He saved the Church of England,
though at first she so angrily and con-
temptuously rejected him, and, just as from
the mouth of Socrates issued forth

llitwoua gtreams which watered all the
T schools

Of academies old and new, with those
Surnamed Peripatetics, and the sect
Epicurean, and the Stoic severe,"”

g0, from the impuise which Wesley ve,
or. ted almost every form of special re-
ligious enthusiasm since his day. Thus he
became one of the most disinterested of
those benefactors of mankind who *“have
raised strong arms to .bring heaven a little
nearer to our earth.”

One t virtue in his character was that
govereign religious erance which s so in-
finitely rare amid t divergences of re-
ligious shibbioleths. In the first century the
heathen n.lc!l “See how these Christians love
one another.” but, long before the third cen-
tury, the odium theologicum had culminated
in those execrable forms of religious viru-
lence which, if “love'" be indeed the fulfill-
ing of the law, are the very antithesis of
the Christlike spirit, at which all professa to
aim who take Christ for an example that
they should walk in His steps. It is a splen-
did testimony to Wesley's moral insight and
spiritual greatness that *“no reformer the
world has ever seen =0 united faithfulness
to the essential doctrines of revelation with
charity towards men of every church and
creed. This spirit of John Wesley has been
found, theore lealli.ﬂ atl least, only in the
best and greater Christians,

HE WAS LIPERAL.

Bishop Sanderson pointed out to some of
fhe narrowest of the post-reformation sec-
taries that “the church was not to be con-

fined to the narrow pingle of & room in Am-
sterdam.” Wiilliam Penn uttered the great
sentiment, so dear to the heart of Abraham
Lincoln, that the meek, the just, the plous,

the devout, are everywhere of one religion, |

and that when death has taken off these
masks they will know and love one another.
The devout Dominican, Henr. Feyrrane, saw,
as Lacordaire also saw, that the wors: pos-
sible policy s “to make the gate of the
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ing, “And are there an :
it was still answered, “Yes, a t many.

Then, returning to the gate of heaven, h

asked, “Are there any Romanists here?:'
“Nons whatever.," "Ala fcans?”
“None whatever."” * plists?" “None
Whatever.” "“Any Calvinisis? “None
whatever.” “Any Waeslyans?” 8till none
whatever. “Whom then have you here?' he
asked In amazement. “We have none .but
Christians here,” was the answer; “we
know no other name.” Whether the story
was a pleasing al of the dean's or not,
1 cannot teil; but this I know, that Wesley's
sermon on the Catholic spirih would have
the honor of being thought shoctinglr lax
by bigots of every denomination, yet all true
(?‘hrist‘lam might well with him, “T de-
gire to have a league, ensive anci defen-
sive, with every soldier of Christ. We have
all not only one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, but we are all also engaged in one
warfare."" ,

HIS COMMON BENSE.

As another of Wesley's exemplary quali-
ties 1 would single out his sovereign com-
mon sense, which is also an endowment
much liable to overthrow by the viclences
of egotistical dogmatism. Though many
have fdentified his teaching mainly with
certain formulae, Wesley had no faith in
tha bare reiteration of shibboleths. -His
idea of a “Gospel sermon” was not the
narrowly ignorant one which supposes It
to consist in the incessant repetition of
phrases—phrases often originally meaning-
less to many of those who used them, or
which have become stereotyped into mere

inanity and fetichism. In his diary for Nov.
20, 178, h% writex; “I :{a.inl ed ll} Bethgtltl
Green, and spoke as p y as I possibly
could, on having a form of godliness but
denying the power thereof. And this I
judged far more suitable to such a congre-
Fa n than talking about justification by
aith.” How free, again, from all hysteric
axcitability was the e attitude of his
religion! Some one had been talking in an
exageerated and fantastic way about death,
and asking what he would do if ha knew
that he would de the next day. “What
should I do?"' he said. “Exactly what 1
shall do now. I should call and talk to Mr.
So-and-50 and Mrs. So-and-So, and dine at
such an hour, and preach in the evening,
and have supper, and then I should to
bed and sleep as soundly as ever I did in
my life.” His feeling about death was thar,
so far from being terrible, it was man's

eat birthright; and he would say, with

the poet:

““To yvou the thought of death is terrible,

Having such a hold on life; to me it is not;

No more than is the lifting of a latch,

Or as a step into the open air

Out of a tent already luminous

With light that shines through its traus-
parent folds.”

Again, it was no small matter that, in
an age 8o corrupt and decadent as his, in
which the dregs of sensuality and worldli-
ness poured over the glorious England of
Puritanism by the despicable epoch of the
Restoration had reduced religion to a Dead
sea of torpid unreality, Wesley, Mke the
great Hebrey prophets of old, should have
stood forth as a preacher of righteousness.
No preacher or reformer can effect great
resuits unless he insists Igptm Christ's plain
teaching that, if we would ever enter into
the kingdom of heaven, we must keep the
commandments. Late in his career he said:
“Near fifty years ago a t and good
man, Dr. Potter, then Archbishop of Ea.u-
terbury, gave me an advice for which I
have ever since had occasion to bless God.
‘If you desire to be extensively useful do
not spend your time and strength in con-
tending for or against such things as are of
a disreputable nature, but in testifying
against open and notorious vice and in
Emmptlng real spiritual holiness.” Let us

eep to this, leaving a thousand disputa-
ble points to those that have no better bus-
iness than to toss the ball of controvers
to %nd fro, and let us bear a faithful testi-
mony in our several stations against ali un-
godliness and unrighteousness, and with all
our might recommend that inward and out-
ward holiness without which no man-shall
see the Lord.”

It may be, as I have said, that in talent, in
Imagination, in learning, in the pure and
undefinable ?uallty of nius, Wesley was
not the equal of many of his contemporaries;
but which among them all equaled him in
versatility of beneficence, in zeal of self-szac-
rifice, in the munificence of his generosity,
or in the luster of the example which he has
left to all the world? Consider his supreme
disinterestedness, his unparalleled courage,
his Indefatigable toils, How many have
there in all the centuries who made
such an absolute offering of his money to
God, and, living on less than many a cu-
rate's salary, gave away £40,000, :

HIS DAUNTLESS COURAGE.

Congider, again, his unparalleled courage.
How many have shown equal undauntedness?
Men admire the courage of the soldier who
leads the forlorm hope through the cross-
fire of the batteries, of the sailor or of the
fireman who, at personal risk, plucks from
destruction an imperiled life; but such phys-
ical courage is a million times cheaper
and more common than that of the
scholar, the gentleman, the clergyman,
who, in that age, day after day, month alter

month, year after year, In England, in
America, in Scotland, in Wales, in Ireland,
even in the Isle of Man, could, voluntarily
and out of the pure love of souls, face rag-
ing mobs and descend to what was then re-

ed as the v humiliation of preach-
nf’ in the open . And higher even than
this was the moral and spiritual courage
which, in the calm of blameless innocence,
cowld treat the most atrocious and the most
persistent calumnies with the disdainful in-
difference of unblemished rectitude. When
even Charles Wesley was thrown into a fever

of ag excitement by the scandal
against his brother caused by his wife’s pub-
lication of stolen, forged or

terpolated let-
oee the slander, Jons Weales remained
ex er, Jo esley re n
perfectly calm, knowing that no real harm
can befall
“The virtuous mind that ever walks attended
By a suopg-lldlns champion, Consclence."
“Brother,” he said, “when I devoted to
God my ease, my time. my life, did I ex-
empt my reputation?’ Then consider his
indefatigable toils—those sixty-elght years
of service; the 4,400 miles which he traveled
yearly on the execrable roads of those dam;
the 000 miles which he traversed in his
lifetime; the 42,400 sermons—sometimes as
many as fifteen a week—which he preached
even afier gl;mr:ltgm ﬁOE 8e°nd tgia—
preached mos open air, and some-
times to as many as tw thousand souls;
those endless meetings, those burdensome
anxi , those numerous publicati
love of 80 muay communities, con
amid incessant attacks of the mob, the pui-
t and and scarcel

roar of con-

whether even now he is at all
doudbt wheth
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and that, as Isaac Taylor says, he fur-
nished ‘‘the starting point for our modern
religious history in all that is charecteris-
tic of the present time.”

HIS GREATEST WORK.

And yet, even in this long and splendid
cataiogue, we have not mentioned his great-
est and most distinctive work, which was
that through him to the poor the gospel
was agaln preached. Let Whitefield have
the credit of having been the first to make
the green grass his pulpit and the heaven
his sounding-board; but Wesley instantiy
followed, at all costs, the then daring ex-
ample, and, through all ¢evil report and all
furious opposition, he continued it umtil, at
last, at Kingswood, at the age of elghty-
one, he preached in the open air, under the
shade of trees which he himself had planted

and surrounded by the children and chil-
dren’s children of his old disciples, who had

iong since passed away. Overwhelming evi-

dence exists to shcw whgt preaching was
before and in his day; overwhelming evi-
dence exists to show what the church and
pevple of England were before and in his
day—how dull, how vapid, how soulless,
how Christless was the preaching; how tor-
pid, how laodicean was the church, how
o&lm, how sweeped in immoralily was the
. To Wesley was malmdy gramnted the
task for which he was set apart Ly the
hands of invisible consecration, the task
which even an archangel might have en-
vied him, of awakening a miguty revival of
the religious life in those dead pulpits, in
that slumbering church, in that corrupt =o-
clety., His was the religious sincerity which
not oniy founded the Wesleyan community,
but, workt thr h the heary of the very
church which had despised him, flashed fire
into her whitening embers. Changing its
outward forms, the work of John Wesley
caused first the eyvangelical movement, then
the high church movement; and, in its en-
thusiasm of humanity, has even reappeared
in all that is best in the humble saivation-
ists, who learned from the e of Wes-
ley what Bishop Lightfoot called “that lost
secret of Christianity, the compulsion of
human souls,” Recognizing no utterance of
authority as ually supreme with that
which came to from the Sinai of con-
X the thing and scorned
the conseguence. was the voice which
offered hope to the despairing and welcome
to the outcast. His was (he volee which,
sounding forth over the Valley of Dry
Bones, cried, 'Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” The poet says:

*Of those three hundred grant bui three
To make a new Thermopylae.” 4
SLAYERS OF DRAGONS.

And when 1 think of John Wesley, the or-
ganizer, of Charles Wesley, the poet, of
George Whitefield, the orator of this mighty
movement,I feel inclined to say of those three
self-sacrificing and holy men, grant but even
one to help in the mighty work which yet
remains to be accomplished! Had we but
three such now,

“Hoary-headed selfishness would feel
His death-blow, and would tofter to his

ve;
A brl‘g‘gm light attend the human .
When every transfer of easth’s nl-tllm gift
Mbo-#wuo!mdwormm

works.
of faithful

We have, it is true, bhuandreds
workers in the Church of England and In
[4] comm
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the cart ruts of routine, go forth, according
to their Lord's command, into the highways
and hedges; by men in whom the love of
God burne like a consuming flame upon the
altar of the heart; by men who have becoma
electric to make myriads of other souls thrill
with thelr own holy zeal. Such men are
necessarily rare, but God's richest boon to
any nation, 10 any society, to any church, is
the presence and work of such A man—and
such a man was John Wesley.

The bust placed In Wesiminster Abbey 10
the memory of John Wesley, maore than
twenty vears ago, was a very tardy recoge
nition of the vast debt of gzrattude which
England owes to him. It standg hard by tha
cenotaph of that other lllustrious noucone
formist, Isaac Watts, and gives the beautiful
presentment of the aged face of the evane
gelist and the fine features of Charles, hie
poet-brother. In the solemn alsle thousands
of visitors to our great temple of Silence and
Reconciliation may read three of his great
vayinfs——cme. g0 full of holy energy, 1 look
on all the world as my parish:™ another, sa
full of bright and holy confidence, “God
buries his workmen, bu¢ conatinues h's
work:"” the third, when, on his degth bed,
uplifting victoriously his feeble and emaci-
ated arm, he sald: “The best of all is, God
is with us.” “Yes!" he exclaimed again, in a
tohe of victorioug rapture, “‘the best of all is,
God is with us."

OLD PLAYING CARDS.

Curio Gollectors Now Add Them ta
Their Stock.

New York Mall and Exoress,

A widely known dealer in old books and
rare editions and all the other bric-a-brao
of bibliomania has in his shop, here In New
York, a pack of piaying cards which he
values st 375,

It was made, he says, for QGeorge the
Fourth at the time of his succession to
the throne in 152, and it is certainly a
curiosity, quite irrespective of it Interest
as an historical relic

The four suits represent the four cpn-
tinents, Europe having the heargts, Asia tha
diamonds, Africa the clubs and America
the spades, our share belng doubtless bas«d
on the fact that we were engaged in dig-
ging the fields and foundations for a great
nation, Each suit card has a map of on
country in each continent; in all, foriy
qulie accurate and very dailntily executed
pieces.

The picture cards are all hand-painted
and giit, the costumes being artistic and
historically correct. The king of hearts
is a portrait of George 1V in his corona-
tion robes. with the reralia still used on
such occasions., The qvemn of hearis te (he
Empress Catharine ¢+ *ussia. Th: knave
of this sult Is rooies d by Rolespierre
at the time of the Fyes a revolution, and
George Washingten figures as the Jack of
spades, with the Declaration of Independ-
ence in his hand AJl four are excelient
portraits.

The backs are plain white, a fashion that
has again become a strict rule in the leading
London and Paris clubs. Properly framed,
they would be a very interesting addition 1o
the card room of any club or privare house
This pack been In isession of the
owner's family for over sixty years There
is only one other known in England, It is
in the coliection of the masier of the Play-
lrz‘l}-card Makers' Company, Snd highly val-
u

Curloue old packs of cards are much
w:ﬁht after by collectors. and, ¥ in good
condition, bring high prices. In “Notes ani

ueries,” a satirical pack of cards of the

me of Cromwell is quoted as having been
sold recently for 35 guineas, and | have =oen
in a private house on Bast Twenty-ninth
street a ve curious collection made by a
woman of fashionable world who has
used them as a dado decoration for bl
drawing room.

The collection includes the odd little cards
used by the Chinese and Orientals of (he
extreme East, as well a8 specimens from a'l
over Europe, and as she is a woman of orig-

imality and good they have been most
clev arranged m
Mﬂrmua.

are displayed 1o the
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